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A. GENERAL DISPOSITIONS  

 

Safety of nuclear installations did not concern only of local interest, since 

consequences could have trans-boundary effects. Therefore, the international 

community has to express the interest in this issue, and actively participate 

through different international instruments which are aimed to regulate or 

coordinate nuclear safety activities.  

The Republic of Moldova attaches great importance to nuclear safety and 

sustains the policy of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in this 

field. The legal regime on nuclear safety, which is comprised of internationally 

binding documents, was established with the acceptance of the Convention on 

Nuclear Safety. The Republic of Moldova became a party to the Convention on 

Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, its Amendments, Convention on Early 

Notification in Case of Nuclear Accident, Convention on Assistance in Case of 

Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency, Vienna Convention on Civil 

Liability for Nuclear Damage, Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel 

Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management (ratified by 

Parliament in December 2009 and acceded in 23 Feb 2010). 

The Republic of Moldova promotes strong non-proliferation policy, and is a party 

to the Non-Proliferation Treaty. Therefore, the Republic of Moldova ratified the 

Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement with SQP. The amendment to SQP was 

accepted through Law No. 142 of 14 July 2011 on ratification of Agreement by 

exchange of letters between Republic of Moldova and the IAEA. SQP 

amendment is in force since 1 September 2011 (INFCIRC/690/Mod.1 and 

Corr.1) 

The Additional Protocol to the Safeguards Agreement with the IAEA was 

accepted and signed on 14 December 2012, ratified in the Parliament by Law No. 

80 of 12 April 2012 and promulgated by President by Law No. 63-VII of 10 May 

2012. The Additional Protocol entered into the force for Republic of Moldova on 

1 June 2012 (INFCIRC/690/Add.1). 
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The electrical power stations in the Republic of Moldova are based on 

conventional non-nuclear fuelled by natural gas, oil or coal. Moldova has no 

plans to introduce in the near future nuclear energy as an option for power 

generation or any research nuclear reactors. 

Ionizing radiation such as x-radiation and radioactive sources are used in various 

scientific, medical, biological and industrial applications. All applications are 

under the State control and supervision by the National Agency for Regulation of 

Nuclear and Radiological Activity (further National Agency). 

 

B. ARTICLE-BY-ARTICLE REPORT 

Article 1. Objectives 

The objectives of this Convention are: 

(i) to achieve and maintain a high level of nuclear safety worldwide 

through the enhancement of national measures and international co-

operation including, where appropriate, safety-related technical co-

operation; 

The objectives of Nuclear Safety Convention are reflected in general terms in 

legal framework for radiation and nuclear safety. Shortly comments are given 

bellow. 

(ii) to establish and maintain effective defences in nuclear installations 

against potential radiological hazards in order to protect individuals, 

society and the environment from harmful effects of ionizing radiation 

from such installations; 

The main approach is to ensure transparent division of responsibilities between 

the National Agency and operators; with maintenance of high level of 

professionalism and availability of technical tools to ensure and verify safety 

standards. General implementation requirements are defined in current legal acts 

or norms; these are used as pre-requisites for authorization and more of them are 

incorporated into authorization conditions. The operator must have 

comprehensive set of safety and QA & QC related requirements in internal 
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documents for facility. The National Agency controls how these provisions and 

requirements are fulfilled. 

(iii) to prevent accidents with radiological consequences and to mitigate 

such consequences should they occur. 

Methods to ensure protection from accidents have already been quoted – 

emergency preparedness aimed at early detection of any incident, fast response to 

mitigate any consequences. Capabilities for response are also ensured by 24 hour 

duty services in the Service of Civil Protection and Emergency Situations of the 

Ministry of Internal Affaires. The National Agency the same are attributions in 

first response by MEST 24/24 and 7 day per week. The staffs are regular 

trainings as and mobile teams, cooperation with other domestic authorities to 

ensure availability of technical tools, measurement equipment for the adequate 

response. 

Article 4. Implementing Measures 

Each Contracting Party shall take, within the framework of its national   law, the 

legislative, regulatory and administrative measures and other steps necessary for 

implementing its obligations under this Convention. 

The new adopted Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 on the safe conduct of nuclear and 

radiological activities set up the main field of applying of this law and the single 

regulatory authority in the field of radiation protection, radiological and nuclear 

safety, which is under the Ministry of Environment. 

The National Agency, its Regulation and structure are established by the 

Government Decree No 328 from 23 March 2007 in which has been stipulated 

also its financial and decision making independence. 

The mentioned Law introduced main goals for safety, such as protection of 

inhabitants an environment against the potential risk results from radiation and 

other nuclear applications. Based on the Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012, 

comprehensive set of regulations must be elaborated and adopted according 

active national legislation. This law also defines the basic principles for 
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radioprotection, safety and security and lists main obligations for all relevant 

parties. 

The Law No 41-XVI from 02 March 2006, regarding ratification of the 

Agreement between the Republic of Moldova and IAEA of the application the 

guaranties follows the Non Proliferation Treaty, nominates the National Agency 

as responsible government body for it realization. With respect to legal 

obligations under present Treaty, the Law No.132/2012 contains specific 

provisions regarding the application of safeguards pursuant to the Comprehensive 

Safeguards Agreement and the Protocol thereto (Art. 32-34). Based on the 

requirements of Law 132, all authorization holders are required to cooperate with 

the IAEA in implementing safeguards, in particular in relation to safeguards 

agreement: 

- to provide relevant information; 

- to provide access; 

- to facilitate and support IAEA inspections; 

- to allow for any necessary measurement. 

After modification of the Law No 451 from 31 July 2001 of on Licensing of 

Certain Types of Activities operated in August 2010, in the nuclear and 

radiological field is established a really single authorizing national authority – the 

National Agency. Thus the National Agency has issuing the Authorizations for 

all activities with radioactive sources and for utilization of X-ray, photons and 

particle of accelerator devices. Licensing issued by Licensing Chamber for such 

type of activities is not more required. The National Agency is responsible also 

for elaboration and promotion of necessary legal norms or regulations regarding 

further upgrading of the national laws and norms in the field of radioprotection, 

nuclear and radiological safety and security. 

 

 

 



7 

 

C. LEGISLATION AND REGULATION 

Article 7. Legislative and Regulatory Framework  

Each Contracting Party shall establish and maintain the legislative and 

regulatory framework to govern the safety of nuclear installations. 

The legislative and regulatory framework shall provide for: 

(i)    the establishment of applicable national safety requirements and  

        regulations; 

(ii)   a system of licensing (authorization) with regard to nuclear installations   

        and the prohibition of the operation of a nuclear installation without a    

       license; 

(iii)  a system of regulatory inspection and assessment of nuclear installations   

        to ascertain compliance with applicable regulations and the terms of      

       licenses; 

(iv)  the enforcement of applicable regulations and of the terms of licenses,  

       including suspension, modification or revocation. 

According to the Government Decree No 328 from 23 March 2007 the National 

Agency is the regulatory body in the field, and according to the Law No 41-XVI 

from 02 March 2006, regarding ratification of the Agreement between the 

Republic of Moldova and IAEA of the application the guaranties follow the NPT, 

is the responsible government body for it implementation. 

The p. 2, from Article 19 of the Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 underline that 

Authorization is given by the National Agency when it is notified of an intention 

to conduct activity in this field from individuals or legal entities, on the basis of 

assessment of the conditions in which the nuclear and radiological activities will 

be conducted, by drawing up an assessment report, and is compulsory for any 

nuclear and radiological activity referred to in article 3 which is not exempt from 

the authorization procedure pursuant to this law. 

(1) The Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 on the safe conduct of nuclear and 

radiological activities has the following objectives: 
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a) to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons, materials and equipment 

associated with the proliferation of nuclear weapons and other explosive devices 

containing radioactive material; 

b) to establish mechanisms to ensure the safety of nuclear and radiological 

activities and maintain them at an adequate level in all sectors where ionising 

radiation sources are used; 

c) to prevent the unauthorised conduct of nuclear and radiological activities; 

d) to protect personnel, the public, property and the environment against the 

adverse impact of ionising radiation, in accordance with international standards 

concerning radiation protection and the safety of nuclear and radiological 

activities; 

e) to prevent the misappropriation and illegal trafficking of nuclear and 

radioactive materials and to protect the physical security of nuclear and 

radiological facilities. 

Regulation aspects 

a) Governmental Decrees No. 388 on 26.06.2009 about approving of the 

Regulation on Management of Radioactive Waste”; 

b) Governmental Decrees No. 212 on 13.03.2009 about approving of the 

Regulation on Authorization of nuclear and radiological activities; 

c) Governmental Decrees No. 1220 on 30.10.2008 about approving of the 

Regulation on  State Control and Supervision of Nuclear and Radiological 

Activities;  

d) Governmental Decrees No. 1017 from 01.09.2008 about approving of the 

Regulation on National Register of the account of ionizing radiations sources and 

of legal authorized persons or entities”;  

e) Government Decree No. 328 from 23.03.2007 about approving of the 

Regulation on Structure and Staff Limit of the National Agency for Regulation of 

Nuclear and Radiological Activities”; 
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f) Government Decrees No. 606 from 15.05.2002 “On the National System 

of control of export, re-export, import and transit of strategic goods in the 

Republic of Moldova”;   

g) The National Basic Norms of Radiological Protection – 2000 (further 

NFRP-2000) (elaborated on basis of the IAEA BSS-115 laying down basic safety 

standards for the protection of the health of workers and the general public 

against the dangers arising from ionizing radiation) have been approved on 

March 2001 by Decree of the Minister of Health; 

h) Government Decrees No. 632 of 24.08.2011 on the approval of 

sanitary Regulation for radiation protection an radiological safety in 

radiotherapy practices; 

i) Government Decrees No. 867 of 19.11.2012 for approval of the 

Regulation on treating with ionizing radiations of products of various 

origin. 

Nuclear safety aspects. Taking in to account, that no present or near future plans 

for the introduction of nuclear energy in Republic of Moldova, there is no 

existing legislative framework for the safety of nuclear power plant installations. 

Radiation protection aspects. The state control and supervision of the respects 

of norms of radiation protection are done by the National Agency in conformity 

with the Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 on the safe conduct of nuclear and 

radiological activities and NFRP-2000. The scientific investigations of 

consequences of eventual irradiations are done by the same National Centre of 

Public Health of Ministry of Health. 

 

Article 8. Regulatory Body 

Each Contracting Party shall establish or designate a regulatory body entrusted 

with the implementation of the legislative and regulatory framework referred to 
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in Article 7, and provided with adequate authority, competence and financial and 

human resources to fulfill its assigned responsibilities. 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure an effective 

separation between the functions of the regulatory body and those of any other 

body or organization concerned with the promotion of nuclear energy. 

According to the Article 8 of the Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 on the safe conduct 

of nuclear and radiological activities, the Regulatory Body in the nuclear and 

radiological activities is the National Agency; 

The functions of the National Agency are separated from organizations 

concerned with the promotion or utilization of radiation sources. The requested 

effective independence of the supervisory authority from other governmental 

bodies concerned with the use of radiation sources is fulfilled on a technical 

level. Thus in conformity with the Article No. 9 (2) of the Law No. 132 of 8 June 

2012 within the nuclear and radiological activity regulation sector, it is not 

permitted to perform regulatory functions concurrently with functions relating to 

the promotion, management and use of ionising radiation sources. 

In addition, the Article 10 of this Law, stipulates that the National Agency is an 

administrative authority established by the Government attached to the Ministry 

of the Environment, with the status of a legal entity subject to public law, which 

has a stamp bearing the image of the State Coat of Arms, a name in the state 

language and treasury accounts. 

Pursuant to current legislation, the National Agency has the necessary level of 

independence in the exercise of its functions as specified in this law. The 

structure and regulations of the National Agency shall be approved by the 

Government. 

The National Agency is finance from the State Budget and from other sources in 

accordance with current legislation. 

The task and basic functions of the National Agency, are listed in Article No. 11 

the mentioned above Law as follows: 
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a) to develop and implement state policy in the nuclear and radiation sector, 

consulting public authorities in accordance with their areas of competence, to 

draw up draft national policies and national strategies and the legal framework, 

proposing them according to the procedure established by law and adopting 

measures for the effective regulation of nuclear and radiological activities; 

b) to monitor the implementation and enforcement of the provisions of the 

international treaties governing this sector to which the Republic of Moldova is a 

party and of national legislation governing this sector; 

c) to draw up and propose, according to the procedure established by law and by 

article 7 of this law, legislative instruments and other statutory instruments 

governing this sector; 

d) to keep a record of nuclear and radiological activities on the basis of 

notifications, authorizing these activities on the basis of assessment of 

applications for radiation authorization and compliance with requirements in 

terms of radiation protection, nuclear and radiation security, physical security of 

nuclear and radiological facilities and nuclear guarantees; 

e) to conduct state inspections and oversight in order to check nuclear and 

radiation security conditions and physical security conditions at nuclear and 

radiological facilities; 

f) to draw up certificates of inspection and issue the necessary stipulations, to 

draw up and examine reports concerning infringements within the nuclear and 

radiological activities sector, and to take mandatory enforcement measures 

against individuals and legal entities; 

g) to ensure that the decision-making process in the regulation of nuclear and 

radiological activities is transparent; 

h) to issue and/or recognize security certificates for installations with ionizing 

radiation sources (equipment, packaging, containers or means of transportation 

for radioactive sources, including radioactive waste) in accordance with this law; 
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i) to certify or recognize nuclear and radiation experts by issuing level III permits 

to operate; 

j) to assess knowledge and to issue or recognize level I and II permits to operate 

issued by entities recognized by the National Agency to personnel operating in 

the nuclear or radiation sector and to radiation protection officers; 

k) to propose amendments and/or additions to statutory instruments when it is 

necessary to bring them into line with international treaties and standards in this 

sector; 

1) to manage the National Register of Ionizing Radiation Sources and Authorized 

Individuals and Legal Entities; 

m) to provide assistance free of charge in detection process of orphan radioactive 

sources; 

n) to recognize technical support organizations, national and international experts 

and staff certification and training institutes by adding them to the relevant 

register and publishing it on the webpage of the National Agency; 

o) to coordinate and monitor the implementation of international technical 

support projects for the nuclear and radiation safety and physical security sectors; 

p) to sign, as stipulated by law, bilateral or multilateral agreements with similar 

authorities in this field in third countries; 

q) to prepare and submit national reports to the competent international bodies in 

accordance with the international treaties to which the Republic of Moldova is a 

party; 

r) to participate as an integral part of the national response system in the event of 

a nuclear or radiation emergency; 

s) representation as the national regulatory body - the national point of contact 

with the IAEA pursuant to international nuclear and radiation treaties, with 

nuclear regulatory bodies in third countries. 
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Article 9. Responsibility of the License Holder 

Each Contracting Party shall ensure that prime responsibility for the safety of a 

nuclear installation rests with the holder of the relevant license and shall take the 

appropriate steps to ensure that each such license holder meets its responsibility. 

The Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 on the safe conduct of nuclear and radiological 

activities stipulates at the Article 5, f) about authorization accountability, at the 

Article 45 about that holders of radiation authorizations for the management of 

radioactive waste are responsible for: 

- the nuclear and radiation safety and physical security of the facility; 

in-situ categorization of radioactive waste; 

- sorting, processing, conditioning and storing radioactive waste in accordance 

with legal requirements; 

- creating and managing a register (or database) of stored radioactive waste; 

- drawing up an annual radioactive waste management report and submitting it to 

the National Agency by 30 December; 

- ongoing radiation monitoring of adjacent territory with regard to the content of 

radionuclides in the air, soil and groundwater, with data to be submitted to the 

National Agency and the competent authorities; 

- notifying the National Agency within 24 hours, on paper or in electronic format, 

of the acceptance of unusable radioactive waste, radioactive sources or nuclear 

materials, giving a full description of them using a form approved by the National 

Agency. 

Also, the Article 50 contains the provisions regarding to the liability: 

- Breaches of the provisions of statutory instruments regulating nuclear and 

radiological activities shall incur disciplinary, civil, contravention or criminal 

liability, as applicable. 

- Radiation authorization shall be fully liable for breaches of requirements 

concerning nuclear and radiation safety and physical security, and for breaches of 

this law and other statutory instruments applicable to this sector. 
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- Unauthorized pursuit of nuclear and radiological activities or illegal trafficking 

of nuclear and radioactive materials, nuclear or radiological installations or 

facilities, explosive nuclear devices or components thereof which may cause 

harm to the public or environment shall trigger cessation of the activity, seizure 

or the enforcement of other measures provided for by law. 

- Seized ionizing radiation sources shall be kept at the expense of the authorized 

individual or legal entity at a safe location sealed off by the National Agency, in 

accordance with nuclear and radiation safety and physical security requirements, 

so as not to endanger the life and health of the public, cause radioactive 

contamination of property or the environment or facilitate illegal trafficking, until 

legal measures have been taken. 

- The holder of the radiation authorization shall, in accordance with the Civil 

Code or Penal Code, be solely liable for damage caused during or after nuclear or 

radiation incidents or accidents which have led to the death, injury or harm to the 

health of one or more persons or the destruction, damage or temporary non-use of 

any item of property. 

- Liability for damage caused to persons within the territory of the Republic of 

Moldova as a result of the transiting of nuclear material or nuclear or radiation 

incidents or accidents which occur outside the territory of the Republic of 

Moldova shall be enforced on the basis of the Convention on Civil Liability for 

Nuclear Damage of 21 May 1963, to which the Republic of Moldova is a party. 

In addition, in conformity with the Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012, the Article 19 

stipulates: 

- Individuals and legal entities who pursue or intend to pursue nuclear or 

radiological activities must obtain authorization, provided that they satisfy the 

requirements of this law and statutory instruments regulating nuclear and 

radiological activities. 

- Authorization is given by the National Agency when it is notified of an 

intention to conduct activity in this field from individuals and legal entities, on 
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the basis of assessment of the conditions in which the nuclear and radiological 

activities will be conducted, by drawing up an assessment report, and is 

compulsory for any nuclear and radiological activity referred to in article 3 which 

is not exempt from the authorization procedure pursuant to this law. 

- Authorization is given by issuing a radiation authorization, which is valid for 5 

years. 

The holder of a radiation authorization may conduct nuclear and radiological 

activities solely within the field for which it has been issued, provided that the 

limits and requirements stipulated on it are complied with, and only with the use 

of nuclear or radiological facilities which have valid safety certificates. 

- Radiation authorization shall be requested and issued simultaneously or 

successively, separately for each field of activity. 

- The holder of a partial radiation authorization may conduct nuclear and 

radiological activities solely for the phases for which it was issued, provided that 

the limits and requirements stipulated on it are complied with, and only with the 

use of nuclear or radiological facilities which have valid safety certificates. 

- Partial radiation authorization are issued for the following phases: 

a) design; 

b) sitting; 

c) relocation and transfer; 

d) construction and/or assembly; 

e) commissioning; 

f) operational testing; 

g) repair and/or maintenance; 

h) modification; 

i) conservation; 

j) decommissioning; 

k) importation or exportation; 

1) temporary admission; m) transportation.  
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The National Agency shall issue approval documents free of charge. 

Article 21 of the The Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 provided that revocation 

and/or suspension of a radiation authorization shall oblige the authorized person 

to cease nuclear or radiological activities immediately, to take measures to 

protect the physical security of the nuclear and radiological installations and 

nuclear and radiation safety, to take measures to protect the radiation safety of the 

ionizing radiation sources and physical safety of the nuclear and radiological 

installations, and the physical protection of nuclear and radioactive material. 

Also, they shall submit, within five working days, a plan of measures, identifying 

the time-limits for implementation and the persons responsible, to resolve the 

problems that triggered the suspension. 

 

D. SAFETY RELATED GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS                                        

Article 10. Priority to Safety 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure all 

organizations engaged in activities directly related to nuclear installations 

shall establish policies that give due priority to nuclear safety. 

The subject of the Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 is the safe conduct of nuclear and 

radiological activities for exclusively peaceful purposes, in accordance with the 

obligations arising out of the international treaties to which the Republic of 

Moldova is a party. 

The aims of the mentioned Law are: 

- to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons, materials and equipment 

associated with the proliferation of nuclear weapons and other explosive devices 

containing radioactive material; 

- to establish mechanisms to ensure the safety of nuclear and radiological 

activities and maintain them at an adequate level in all sectors where ionizing 

radiation sources are used; 
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- to prevent the unauthorized conduct of nuclear and radiological activities; 

- to protect personnel, the public, property and the environment against the 

adverse impact of ionizing radiation, in accordance with international standards 

concerning radiation protection and the safety of nuclear and radiological 

activities; 

- to prevent the misappropriation and illegal trafficking of nuclear and radioactive 

materials and to protect the physical security of nuclear and radiological 

facilities. 

 

Article 11. Financial and Human Resources 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that adequate 

financial resources are available to support the safety of each nuclear 

installation throughout its life. 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that sufficient 

numbers of qualified staff with appropriate education, training and retraining 

are available for all safety-related activities in or for each nuclear installation, 

throughout its life. 

These requests are included in the Article 20 of the Law No. 132 of 8 June 2012 

according to which authorization shall be issued only if applicant fulfils the 

following conditions:  

- they demonstrate that their personnel are professionally qualified for the 

relevant posts by holding the relevant qualification certificates recognised by the 

National Agency and designate, by way of an administrative decision, a person 

responsible for radiation protection; 

- they take measures to prevent and limit the consequences of nuclear or radiation 

incidents and accidents with possible adverse effects on the life and health of 

personnel, the public, the environment, the property of third parties or state 

assets, in accordance with the provisions of current legislation; 
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- they ensure that personnel responsible for the safe operation of the installation 

hold a permit to operate for the relevant activity, in accordance with the 

provisions of this law; 

- they hold insurance or any other financial guarantee to compensate them for 

possible damage; the amount, nature and stipulations of the insurance or other 

guarantee shall be in accordance with the international treaties to which the 

Republic of Moldova is a party; 

- they ensure that the necessary measures are taken to prevent interference of any 

kind or to eliminate disruption due to any third parties in the decisionmaking 

process during the construction and operation of an installation or item of nuclear 

or radiological equipment; 

- they have an own financial means fund adequate to decommission and manage 

radioactive waste generated by their own activity; 

- they establish and maintain, in their own activity, a nuclear and radiological 

activity quality assurance and control system approved by the National Agency; 

- they establish and maintain their own control system in accordance with 

requirements concerning radiation protection, nuclear and radiation safety, 

physical security of the facility and readiness for emergency intervention in the 

event of nuclear or radiation incidents or accidents which may occur in respect of 

the installations or equipment and ionizing radiation sources; 

 

Article 12. Quality Assurance 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that quality 

assurance programs are established and implemented with a view to providing 

confidence that specified requirements for all activities important to nuclear 

safety are satisfied throughout the life of a nuclear installation. 

In conformity with Article 20 of the Law No 132 of 8 June 2012 nuclear 

activities and practices shall be carried out by respects following requirements:  
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- they establish and maintain, in their own activity, a nuclear and radiological 

activity quality assurance and control system approved by the National Agency; 

- they establish and maintain their own control system in accordance with 

requirements concerning radiation protection, nuclear and radiation safety, 

physical security of the facility and readiness for emergency intervention in the 

event of nuclear or radiation incidents or accidents which may occur in respect of 

the installations or equipment and ionizing radiation sources. 

Detailed requirements for QA programme need to be elaborated and approved. 

 

Article 13. Evaluation and Verification of Safety 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that: 

comprehensive and systematic safety assessment are carried out before the 

construction and commissioning of a nuclear installation and throughout its life. 

Such assessment shall be well documented, subsequently updated in the light of 

operating experience and significant new safety information, and reviewed under 

the authority of the regulatory body; 

Verification by analysis, surveillance, testing and inspection is carried out to 

ensure that the physical state and the operation of a nuclear installation continue 

to be in accordance with its design, applicable national safety requirements, and 

operational limits and conditions. 

Safety assessment needs to be elaborated and approved. 

 

Article 14. Radiological Protection 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that in all 

operational states the radiation exposure to the workers and the public caused by 

a nuclear installation shall be kept as low as reasonably achievable and that no 

individual shall be exposed to radiation doses exceed prescribed national dose 

limits. 
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In conformity with the Article 49 of the Law No 132 of 8 June 2012 the 

authorized individuals and legal entities are obliged: 

- to maintain nuclear and radiation safety, protection against ionizing radiation 

and the physical protection of nuclear and radioactive materials; 

- to keep meticulous records of nuclear and radioactive materials and all ionizing 

radiation sources used or produced in their own activity; 

- to comply with all of the requirements on their radiation authorization and 

report any deviations from the limits and requirements stated on the authorization 

to the National Agency; 

- to conduct the activities for which they have been authorized; 

- to devise their own system of requirements, regulations and instructions to 

ensure that the authorized activities are conducted without incurring risks of any 

kind. 

The supervisory and control methods currently are applied by the Inspectorate of 

the National Agency in good compliance with the Convention’s requirement to 

keep radioactive doses to the public and the environment ALARA and also to 

limit, as far as possible, the generation of radioactive waste associated with the 

use of radioactive sources. The effectiveness of these methods based on recent 

recommendations of the ICRP can be seen in the low annual individual and 

collective doses. 

The main legal document that contains requirements on radiological protection is 

the NFRP-2000 (The National version of IAEA BSS-115), which defines dose 

limits and establishes general conditions for radiological protection, as well as 

requirements to be recognized as dosimetry service. 

The estimation and measurement of individual doses of occupational radiation 

exposure due to external sources of radiation is carried out on the base of the 

dosimetry service in the framework of the National Center of Public Health 

control. Dosimetry Laboratory is the unique provider of individual monitoring 

services for whole of Republic of Moldova. The TLD (DTU-04 and Harshow 
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6600 devices) and electronically direct read individual dosimeters are used for 

routine individual dosimetry monitoring.  

Dose limits aspects. The NFRP-2000 limits the maximum individual effective 

dose for personnel - 20 mSv per year. As the exception, a limit of 50 mSv per 

year, but not exceeding 100 mSv in five years, is authorized for the personnel 

from inspectorate. The collective dose for each radiological (nuclear) facility has 

to be kept below this guide value for normal operation, including replacement of 

the spent sources on new and other activities. 

 

Article 15. Emergency Preparedness 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that there are 

on-site and off-site emergency plans that are routinely tested for nuclear 

installations and cover the activities to be carried out in the event of an 

emergency. 

For new nuclear installation above a low power level agreed by the regulatory 

body. 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that, insofar as 

they are likely to be affected by a radiological emergency, its own population and 

the competent authorities of the states in the vicinity of the nuclear installation 

are provided with appropriate information for emergency planning and response. 

Contracting Parties which do not have a nuclear installation on their territory, 

insofar as they are likely to be affected in the event of a radiological emergency 

at a nuclear installation in the vicinity, shall take the appropriate steps for the 

preparation and testing of emergency plans for their territory that cover the 

activities to be carried out in the event of such an emergency. 

The Article 49 of the Law No 132 of 8 June 2012 establishes that the authorized 

persons must have: 

- an effective response plans to deal with design basis threats through interaction 

between the relevant departments in the event of nuclear or radiation 

emergencies; 
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- personnel who are prepared and trained for response activities; 

- their own intervention plans for nuclear or radiation incidents or accidents; 

- their own quality assurance and control system for the maintenance of nuclear 

or radiation safety and physical security in the activities conducted; 

- a system for notifying the National Agency within the time-limits established by 

current statutory instruments of nuclear or radiation incidents or accidents which 

take place and cause harm to individuals or legal entities, economic losses and 

radioactive contamination of the environment, and of the possibility that a 

nuclear or radiation incident or accident may occur. 

The basic reporting procedure required is laid down in an Inspectorate’s 

Guideline of the National Agency. The preparedness and plans are periodically 

tested in the form of exercises. The ways for alerting the public and the Service 

of Civil Protection and Emergency Situations and neighboring countries are in 

place. 

There is the bilateral agreements signed between the Republic of Moldova and 

Ukraine as well as the Moldova and Romania at the Governments levels. 

 

E. SAFETY OF FACILITIES 

Article 16. Sitting 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that 

appropriate procedures are established and implemented: 

for evaluating all relevant site-related likely to affect the safety of a nuclear 

installation for its projected lifetime; 

for evaluating the likely safety impact of a proposed nuclear installation on 

individuals, society and the environment; 

for re-evaluating, as necessary, all relevant factors referred to in sub-paragraphs 

(i) and (ii) so as to ensure the continued safety acceptability of the nuclear 

installation; 
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for consulting Contracting Parties in the vicinity of a proposed nuclear 

installation, insofar as they are likely to be affected by that installation and, upon 

request providing the necessary information to such Contracting Parties, in 

order to enable them to evaluate and make their own assessment of the likely 

safety impact on their own territory of the nuclear installation. 

Moldovan legislation establishes a procedure to grant authorization for 

radiological or nuclear facilities in Governmental Decrees No. 212 on 13.03.2009 

were includes provisions concerning evaluation of conditions and safety 

assessment. In addition the Law No 132 of 8 June 2012 includes a general 

mention about necessity to have sitting authorization for all radiological (nuclear) 

facilities. 

Article 17. Operation 

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that: 

the initial authorization to operate a nuclear installation is based upon an 

appropriate safety analyses and a commissioning program demonstrating that 

the installation, as constructed, is consistent with design and safety requirements; 

operational limits and conditions derived from the safety analyses, tests and 

operational experience are defined and revised as necessary for identifying safe 

for operation; 

operation, maintenance, inspection and testing of a nuclear installation are 

conducted in accordance with approved procedures; 

procedures are established for responding to anticipated operational 

occurrences and to accidents; 

necessary engineering and technical support in all safety-related fields is 

available throughout the lifetime of a nuclear installation; 

incidents significant to safety are reported in a timely manner by the holder of the 

relevant license to the regulatory body; 

programs to collect and analyze operating experience are established, the results 

obtained and the conclusions drawn are acted upon and that existing 
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mechanisms are used to share important experience with international bodies 

and with other operating organizations and regulatory bodies; 

the generation of radioactive waste resulting from the operation of a nuclear 

installation is kept to he minimum practicable for the process concerned, both in 

activity and in volume, and any necessary treatment and storage of spent fuel and 

waste directly related to the operation and on the same site as that of the nuclear 

installation take into consideration conditioning and disposal.  

Moldovan legislation establish a procedure to grant authorization for radiological 

or nuclear facilities in Governmental Decrees No. 212 on 13.03.2009 about 

approving of the Regulation on authorization of nuclear and radiological 

activities, were include provisions concerning evaluation of conditions and safety 

assessment of radiological and nuclear activities.  

F.  ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE SAFETY 

Proceeding from the above reporting under the applicable articles for a country 

having no nuclear installations on their territory, we conclude that Republic of 

Moldova is in compliance with its obligations according to the Convention on 

Nuclear Safety. However, the main concern of the country remains still updating 

of the legislation in this area. For this purpose, the established regulations and 

normative legal framework in this field are under continuing revision. 

 


